Cleaning the Trumpet

1.  Be sure you have everything you’ll need

· valve oil 

· slide grease or Vaseline. Lanolin, which can be purchased at any drug store, is really the best choice for greasing the slides

· slide cleaning "snake" 

· valve brush

· mouthpiece brush 

· liquid dish washing detergent (Never use powder, bar soap, or bubble bath!) 

· a "workspace cloth" 

· a large towel to line the bottom of the tub

· a soft cotton drying cloth (do not use terry cloth towels as they will scratch. Paper towels will fall apart and lodge in your trumpet) 

· a bathtub 

· -warm (never hot!) running water. 

2.  Establish a safe workspace 

You'll need enough room for the detached slides, valves, mouthpiece, as well as the body of the trumpet. Spread your "workspace cloth" on counter tops, or anywhere safe, to protect the trumpet from dents or sliding off. Be sure pets or small children are not able to pull the cloth onto the floor. 

3.  Preparing the tub


After cleaning the tub, fill it with 5 to 6 inches of warm water.  Cold water will not clean so well, and hot water could damage your trumpet!  When the water is ready, gently stir in about ¼ cup of dish soap.  This being done, line your tub with a large bath towel.  This will create a softer and safer surface for you to place the parts of your trumpet.

4.  Bath Time!!


With the tub prepared, completely disassemble and gently place each part of your trumpet into the water.  Be sure everything is on the towel; you don’t want any scratches!  The only things you should not be taken apart are the valves themselves (take them out, but don’t take apart the valve itself) and the spit valve.


After everything is in the tub, the trumpet should be left to soak for at least an hour – preferably longer.  After soaking, it’s time to scrub!  


Using the “snake,” brush out the inside of each slide and each slide receptacle.  The only places that the snake can pass completely through will be the main tuning slide and the lead pipe.  Trying to force the snake through the bends in other slides could cause the brush on the end of the snake to come off and get stuck in the instrument.


Using the valve brush, very gently scrub the inside of the valve casings.  Do not let the metal handle of the brush scrape against the valve casing, as it could scratch very easily. 

Note: Take extra care with the valves and valve casings, the slightest damage could ruin them!


With the mouthpiece brush and a little extra dish soap, scrub the inside of the mouthpiece.


For the exterior of the trumpet, it is probably best to rub it under the water with your bare hands – just to loosen any of that extra grime.

5.  Rinse


After washing each part, rinse them individually under warm running water.  It is very important to get all of the soap out of the instrument.  After rinsing each piece, place it directly on your “workspace cloth.”

6.  Back together again


Carefully dry each piece with a soft cotton cloth.  When putting the slides back in, apply a small amount of slide grease, Vaseline, or lanolin.  Also apply a small amount of this to the bottom valve caps, as they are notorious for getting stuck.


Apply valve oil liberally to the valve casing and valve as you reinsert each one.  Note that there are small numbers 1, 2, or 3 stamped on each valve.  These numbers let you know where each valve goes back in.


After everything is back together, give it a playing test!  If it seems really blocked up, or you can’t get any sound out, one of the valves is likely in the wrong place or could be turned the wrong direction.

7.  Clean up!


When you’re all done, clean up your mess.  Leave the tub and your “workspace” cleaner than when you found them.

8.  Do this at least 6 times a year

